
Dickson, William. (1798-1823) 
 
William was the Métis son of Robert Dickson (Mascotapah or “Red-Hair Man”) and 
Helen or Totowin (daughter of Chief Wanoti and sister of Nakota Chief Red Thunder) 
and their children were: William married first to a part Ojibwe woman and second to a 
Yankton woman.  Robert accompanied his father during the War of 1812. 

His father was employed by the British Indian Department at Mackinac Island in the 
1780s which allowed him to become acquainted with the trade in the Upper Mississippi. 
By the beginning of the War of 1812, he was one of the most influential traders in that 
region.  During the war he was placed in charge or the British Indian Department for the 
Western Tribes, due to his influence in the area of the Great Lakes and to the west.  As 
war appeared imminent, Dickson recruited over 100 warriors from the “Western 
Indians,” from the present-day states of Wisconsin, Michigan, and Illinois at the British 
military outpost at St. Joseph Island. 

When news of the outbreak of war arrived, Dickson led a total of 400 Indians in an 
expedition led by Captain Charles Roberts, which captured Mackinac Island from its 
unwary American garrison.  He subsequently led the Western Indians south to join the 
British army at Amherstburg, where they took part in the Siege of Detroit, which caused 
the surrender of an American army.  In the autumn following these victories, Dickson 
travelled to Montreal, where he was appointed to the Indian Department as Agent and 
Superintendent for the Western Indians. 

During 1813, he led contingents of Indians at the unsuccessful Siege of Fort Meigs 
and Battle of Fort Stephenson.  In 1814, he recruited fresh contingents of the Western 
Indians and led them at the successful defense of Mackinac Island and the Engagement 
on Lake Huron.  He ended the war at the captured post of Prairie du Chien; he died at 
Drummond Island on the 20th of June in 1823. 
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